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I 

1 

The  Free  Public  Ldbrary  Committee  report — 


Your  Committee  have  received  the  annexed  Report  (and  Appendix)  of  the 
working  of  the  Library  during  the  past  year,  prepared  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  prin- 
cipal librarian,  and  which  your  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  for 
the  information  of  the  Council. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

John  Shawceobs,  Deputy  Chairman. 


Town  Hall,  December  1st,  1854 


REPORT. 


Mb.  Edwabds  has  the  honour  to  report,  that  the  issues  of  hooks  from  the 
FREE  LIBRARY,  during  the  year  which  ended  on  the  5th  of  September 
last,  were  as  follows : — 


Vols. 

1.  From  the  Reference  Department  64,578 

2.  From  the  Lending  Department 77,767 


Total  issue  142,345 


The  Library  having  been  open  during  292  whole  days  in  that  year, — in  addition 
to  six  days  in  Easter  week,  on  which  it  was  open  during  hut  a portion  of  the  day, 
— the  average  daily  issue  on  such  days  has  been  487  volumes  ; namely,  from  the 
Reference  Department,  221  volumes;  and  from  the  Lending  Department,  266 
volumes. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  September,  1853,  the  average  daily  issue 
was  461  volumes : namely,  from  the  Reference  Department,  204  volumes ; and 
from  the  Lending  Department,  257  volumes.  It  foUows,  that  dming  the  last 
year,  there  has  been  an  average  increase  in  the  Reference  Library  issues  of  about 
nine  per  cent. ; and  in  the  Lending  Library  issues  of  about  three  per  cent.  It 
will  be  seen,  however,  from  the  subjoined  table  of  the  issues  for  each  month  during 
which  the  Library  has  been  open,  that  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year 
just  completed,  there  was  a large  decrease  in  the  issues  as  compared  with  those 
of  the  corresponding  months  of  the  fonner  year ; so  that  the  increase  now  reported 
belongs  exclusively  to  the  period  between  January  and  September,  1 854. 

The  total  issue  dming  that  period,  of  eight  months,  has  been  91,757  volumes 
against  81,219  volumes  in  the  coiresponding  period  of  1853.  The  details  run 
thus : — 


From  Reference  Department... 
From  Lending  Department  ... 

Total  

1853. 

Jan.  1 to  Sep.  5, 
both  inclusive. 

1854. 

Jan.  1 to  Sep.  5, 
both  inclusive. 

Increased  issue 
in  1854  as 
compared  with 
1853. 

vols. 

33,754 

47,465 

vols. 

40,633 

51,124 

vols. 

6,879 

3,659 

81,219 

91,757 

10,538 

It  foUows,  that  dming  the  first  eight  months  of  1854,  as  compared  with  the  first 
eight  months  of  1853,  there  has  been  an  increase  iu  the  issues  from  the  Reference 
Library  of  twenty  per  cent. ; and  an  increase  in  those  from  the  Lending  Library 
of  about  nine  per  cent. 


The  subjoined  table  shews  the  monthly  issues  from  the  Refeeence  Department  in  the  several  classes  of  Literature,  for  both  years : 
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Summary  of  Issues  from  Reference  Department. 


First  Year,  1852-3. 

Classes. 

Second  Year,  1853-4. 

Vols. 

Vols. 

1,184 

...  1.  Theology 

1,348 

1,569 

...2.  Philosophy  

1,417 

22,864 

...3.  History  

20,538 

2,328 

...4.  Law,  Politics,  & Commerce... 

2,395 

8,618 

...5.  Sciences  and  Arts  

8,578 

24,517 

...6.  Literature  and  Polygraphy  ... 

30,302 

61,080 

64,578 

During  the  year,  29CG  vouchers  have  been  received  from  applicants  for  admission 
to  the  Lending  Department.  Of  this  number  2,163  have  been  accepted, 
and  803  have  been  rejected  for  want  of  conformity  with  the  regulations.  Sixteen 
Vouchers  have  been  withdrawn;  and  fifty-six  borrowers  have  been  struck  oft  the 
list  for  undue  detention  of  the  books  lent  to  them,  or  for  otherwise  disregarding 
the  regulations.  The  total  number  of  persons  admitted  to  the  Lending  Department 
from  its  opening, — exclusive  of  those  whose  tickets  have  been  cancelled, — is  6,869. 

During  the  same  period,  38  volumes  appear  to  have  been  lost  or  seriously 
injured  whilst  in  the  borrowers’  hands  ; — 29  of  w’hich  have  been  paid  for,  or 
replaced,  by  the  borrowers  themselves ; and  5 by  their  guarantees.  The  value 
of  the  remaining  4 volumes  has  not  been  recovered.  In  35  other  cases  of  slighter 
injuiy  to  books,  or  their  bindings,  compensation  has  been  made  by  the  payment 
of  small  fines.  The  total  number  of  volumes  actually  lost  to  the  Library,  since 
its  opening,  so  far  as  has  yet  been  ascertained,  is  seven,  out  of  an  aggregate 
issue,  in  the  Lending  Department,  of  155,000  volumes.  But,  as  must  have  been 
anticipated,  a considerable  number  of  books  have  been  fairly  worn  out  by  the 
extent  to  wdiicli  they  have  been  circulated.  Most  of  those  which  are  at  present  in 
this  condition  belong  to  the  class  “ Prose  Fiction,”  of  which  about  400  volumes 
need  now  to  be  replaced. 

Since  the  beginning  of  July,  a printed  Catalogue  of  the  Lending  Library — 
compiled  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Sub-Committee,  from  the  e.xisting 
temporary  Catalogue  in  MS. — has  been  on  sale.  Of  that  Catalogue  480  complete 
copies  have  been  sold  up  to  the  date  of  this  Report,  and  628  copies  of  the  several 
sections,  namely ; — 

Copies. 


Of  section  1.  Theology  and  Philosophy 88 

“ 2.  History 134 

“ 3.  Law,  Politics,  Commerce,  Sciences,  and 

Arts 110 

“ 4.  Poetry  and  the  Drama 64 

“ 5.  Prose  Fiction  124 

“ 6.  Miscellaneous  Literature 108 


Total  of  the  various  sections 628 
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At  the  date  of  the  last  Eeport,  the  estimated  total  number  of  volumes  in  the 
Library  was  25,299.  Of  these,  18,104  volumes  were  in  the  Reference  Depart- 
ment; and  7,195  in  the  Lending  Department.  The  latter  were  all  bound  and 
catalogued.  But  of  the  former,  2,360  volumes — consisting  chiefly  of  books  and 
tracts  on  Political  and  Commercial  subjects — ^were  unbound,  imananged,  and, 
for  the  most  part,  \mcatalogued ; and  could  not  therefore  be  regarded  as  pro- 
perly available  for  the  service  of  readers.  The  total  number  of  available  volumes, 
in  both  departments  together,  was  estimated  at  22,939. 

During  the  last  year,  1059  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Library  by  donation ; 
a few  of  the  periodical  and  serial  works  already  in  the  Library  have  been  continued 
by  purchase ; and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  classification  and 
binding  of  the  collection  on  “Politics  and  Commerce ” above-mentioned.  And 
although  no  progress  has  been  made  with  the  cataloguing  of  this  valuable  collection, 
the  volumes  which  are  bound  have  been  made  partially  available  to  readers. 

Amongst  the  donations  which  merit  special  mention  are  those  of  H.  R.  H.  the 
Prince  Albert;  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;  of  Sir  John  Potter;  of 
Thomas  Bazley,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce ; of  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Yarborough ; of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library 
of  New  York  ; and  of  Henry  Houldsworth,  Esq. 

To  Prince  Albert  the  Library  is  indebted  for  a copy  of  the  interesting  work 
of  Mr.  Petermann  on  the  recent  expedition  to  Central  Africa,  undertaken  by  the 
late  Mr.  James  Richardson  and  his  colleagues,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Foreign 
Office.  To  the  Bible  Society, — and  more  especially  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Man- 
chester, who  loses  no  opportunity  of  testifying  the  kindly  interest  he  continues  to 
take  in  the  progress  of  the  Libraiy ; — we  owe  a most  valuable  series  of  translations 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  German,  Danish,  Swedish,  French,  Italian,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  Hungarian,  Polish,  and  Romaic ; — of  the  New  Testament,  in  Armenian, 
Turkish,  Russ,  Tahitian,  Samoan,  Tongan,  Feejee,  and  New  Zealandic; — and  of 
St.  Luke's  Gospel  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  in  Chinese.  From  Sir  John  Potter 
have  been  received,  a complete  set  of  the  very  useful  work  entitled  Repertory  of 
Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Patent  Inventions,  from  1794  to  1853,  in  119  volumes; 
and  an  extensive  collection  of  Tracts  on  Pohtical,  Commercial,  and  Miscellaneous 
subjects — partly  formed  by  the  late  Lord  Bexley,  when  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
— comprising  1,819  separate  works  and  pamphlets,  in  about  360  volumes,  and 
constituting  an  important  addition  to  those  valuable  collections  of  the  materials 
of  our  Political  and  Commercial  History  which  were  already  a prominent  feature 
of  the  Reference  Department  of  the  Libraiy.  Mr.  Bazley  has  not  only  most 
kindly  presented  the  Official  Descriptive  and  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  of  Industry  of  1851,  (in  four  volumes,)  with  other  works  on  the  same 
subject,  but  has  also  placed  in  the  Library  a very  valuable  and  extensive  collection 
of  piinted  and  lithographed  documents  connected  with  the  history  of  that  Exhibition 
from  its  first  projection  to  its  close,  Lord  Yarborough  has  presented  (through 
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Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Sons)  58  volumes  of  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
with  three  volumes  of  Indexes.  Mr.  Houldsworth  has  added  to  the  liberal  gift 
mentioned  in  the  Report  of  last  year,  about  120  volumes  of  Parliamentary  Reports 
and  Papers  of  recent  date.  About  50  similar  volumes,  of  various  dates,  have  been 
presented  by  James  Hey  wood.  Esq.,  M.  P.  And  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library 
of  New  York  have  sent  some  excellent  works  on  the  history  of  that  State,  in 
continuation  of  former  gifts. 

Very  few  donations  of  books  suitable  for  the  Lending  Department  have  been 
received  during  the  past  year.  But  the  contribution  of  such  books  by  any  of 
its  well-wishers  would  be  a most  acceptable  boon. 

The  present  contents  of  the  Library  may  be  thus  enumerated : — 


Classes. 

No.  of  Vols. 
in  Reference 
Department. 

No.  of  Vols. 
in  Lendinj^ 
Department. 

Total 

No.  of  Vols. 

1.  Theology  

2.  Philosophy 

3.  History 

4.  Politics  and  Commerce 

5.  Sciences  and  Arts 

6.  Literatiu'e  and  Polygraphy  

560 

292 

7,113 

4,769 

1,902 

4,562 

137 

97 

2,956 

421 

615 

3,320 

697 

389 

10,069 

5,190 

2,517 

7,882 

Totals 

19,198 

7,546 

26,744 

Of  the  19,198  volumes  belonging  to  the  Reference  Department,  about  1,140 
volumes — consisting,  as  before,  chiefly  of  Tracts  and  of  Parhamentary  Reports 
and  Papers — are  still  unbound. 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during  the  past  year,  (including  those  which  are 
still  in  the  binders’  hands,)  is  4,434 ; of  which  2,802  belong  to  the  Reference 
Department,  and  1,632  to  the  Lending  Department.  640  volumes  have  also  been 
repaired,  lettered,  &c.,  of  which  482  belong  to  the  Reference  Department,  and 
158  to  the  Lending  Department.  The  total  number  of  volumes  bound  since  the 
opening  of  the  Library  to  the  public,  is  8,601;  and  the  total  number  which  have 
been  repah-ed,  or  lettered,  numbered,  and  labelled,  is  2,079,  making  an  aggregate 
of  10,680  volumes,  which  have  passed  through  the  binders’  hands  since  September, 
1852. 

In  the  working  of  the  News  Room  during  the  past  year,  little  has  occurred 
which  appears  to  call  for  particular  remark.  The  supply  of  Newspapers  has  con- 
tinued to  be  dependant  on  gifts,  and  has  been  nearly  the  same  both  in  character 
and  e.xtent  as  was  stated  in  the  last  Report.  As  before,  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Manchester  Examiner  and  Times  have  presented  three  copies  of  each  publication  ; 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Manchester  Guardian,  Manchester  Courier,  Manchester 
Weekly  Advertiser,  and  Church  of  the  People,  each  two  copies ; the  Proprietors  of 
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The  Alliance,  Carnarvon  Herald,  English  Churchman,  Herald  of  Peace,  Midland 
Counties  Herald,  Musical  World,  Old  Church  Porch,  Penny  Post,  Reasoner,  and 
Weekly  News,  each  one  copy.  Sir  John  Potter  has  presented  throughout  the  year 
the  Daily  News ; and  during  part  of  it,  the  Times  and  Morning  Chronicle.  From 
Nicholas  Heald,  Esq.,  The  Economist  has  been  regularly  received ; from  Messrs. 
Holt  and  Bond,  The  Nonconformist,  and  occasionally,  the  British  Banner.  The 
Builder  has  been  presented  anonymously ; as  have  also,  occasionally,  the  Leader, 
Leeds  Mercury,  Patriot,  and  Spectator.  Miscellaneous  parcels  of  newspapers  have 
also  been  received  from  Thomas  Bazley,  Esq. ; Dr.  J.  W.  Hudson  (Athenaeum) ; 
Miss  Laidlaw  (Clarence  Hotel);  John  Leigh,  Esq.  (St.  John’s-st.) ; J.  Sidebottom, 
Esq.  (Kershaw,  Leese,  and  Sidebottom);  Mr.  B.  Wheeler  (Exchange  Arcade) ; and 
from  the  Editors  of  the  Manchester  Examiner  and  Times.  It  need  scarcely  he 
added  that  this  supply — considerable  as  it  is — has  fallen  far  short  of  the  popular 
demand,  more  especially  as  regards  the  London  Daily  Papers. 

The  value  and  importance  of  this  section  of  the  Libraiy,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
large  number  of  its  frequenters,  have  been  strongly  urged  in  a Petition  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  “Public  Libraries  Act”  which  (in  Api’il  last)  received,  in  a 
few  horn’s,  1,652  signatures,  and  a copy  of  which  is  appended  to  this  Report. 
The  question  wiU  again  be  brought  before  Parliament  in  the  coming  Session ; and 
although  one  of  the  principal  amendments  which  are  sought  has  already  been 
obtained  for  Manchester,  individually,  by  the  book-buying  clause  inserted  in  the 
Improvement  Act  of  1853,  yet  the  Council  will  probably  not  regard  with  indiffer- 
ence the  general  improvement  of  tlie  Statute  under  which  their  Free  Library  is 
maintained.  The  example  set  by  Manchester  and  Salford  has  already  been  followed 
in  Liverpool,  Bolton,  Oxford,  Winchester,  and  Norwich,  as  well  as  in  some  smaller 
towns ; whilst  Aberdeen,  Cambridge,  Bristol,  Sheffield,  Preston,  and  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  are  also  preparing  to  provide  themselves  with  Free  Libraries  supported 
by  rate.  The  attempt,  therefore,  to  give  increased  efficiency  to  institutions  the 
working  of  wliich  hitherto  has  been  highly  encouraging,  and  which  are  likely  to 
spread  themselves  throughout  the  great  towns  of  the  kingdom,  will  doubtless  be 
thought  to  merit  all  the  support  which  can  be  rendered  to  it.  From  all  the  towns 
which  have  been  named,  information  has  been  sought  (and  readily  afforded)  on 
the  organization  and  working  of  the  Manchester  Free  Library;  and  in  most  of 
the  Free  Libraries  which  have  been  established,  many  of  its  regulations  and 
arrangements  have  been  copied. 


EDWARD  EDWARDS, 

Principal  Librarian. 


Manchester,  I9th  October,  1854. 


[Appendix.] 


PETITION  FOR  AMENDMENT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

ACT,  APRIL,  1854. 

To  the  Honourahle  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Ch'eat  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Manchester  and  Borough  of  Salford,  being  frequenters  of  the 
Frre  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Manchester  aforesaid, 

Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioners  have  derived  very  great  advantages  from  the  free  access 
they  have  enjoyed  to  the  Public  Library,  established  in  Manchester  by  voluntary 
subscription,  in  the  year  1851,  and  transferred  to  the  Council  of  that  city  in  Sep- 
tember, 1852,  to  be  by  such  Council  supported  for  ever,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  a 
rate  authorised  to  be  levied  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  1850. 

That  during  the  eighteen  months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  opening  of  such 
Library  to  the  public,  more  than  220,000  volumes  have  been  issued  to  readers, 
— of  all  classes  of  society, — or,  on  an  average,  489  volumes  daily. 

That  although  there  was  raised  in  Manchester,  by  public  subscription,  for  the 
purpose  of  estabhshing  the  said  Library,  a sum  exceeding  £10,800.,  and  although 
in  addition  thereto  upw'ards  of  7,000  volumes  of  books  have  at  various  times 
been  gratuitously  presented  in  aid  of  the  formation  of  such  Library,  great  incon- 
venience and  disadvantage  have  nevertheless  been  sustained  by  its  freg^uenters  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  a provision  in  the  “ Public  Libraries  Act,  1850,”  for 
enabling  Town  Councils,  from  time  to  time,  to  apply  in  the  purchase  of  books  any 
moneys  which  they  are  thereby  empowered  to  levy  for  the  maintenance  of  Public 
Libraries  and  Museums. 

That  this  defect,  so  far  as  respects  the  city  of  Manchester,  has  indeed,  during 
the  last  session  of  Parhament,  been  remedied  by  the  insertion  of  a clause  for  that 
purpose  in  a local  Act  of  the  16th  and  17th  Victoria,  chap.  91;  and  that  your 
petitioners  are  desirous  that  the  same  privileges  and  advantages  may  be  enjoyed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  such  other  cities  and  towns  as  may  seek  to  establish  Pubhc 
Libraries  and  Museums,  without  incurring  the  expense  and  delay  attendant  on 
the  obtainment  of  separate  local  Acts  for  purposes  which  are  strictly  public  and 
national. 


That  many  of  your  Petitioners  have  also  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  access  to  a 
Free  News  Room,  which  has  been  provided  in, connection  with  the  Public  Library 
aforesaid ; that  hitherto  such  news  room  has  been  entirely  dependent  on  voluntary 
contributions,  so  far  as  regards  the  supply  of  newspapers  thereto,  which  supply  has. 
in  consequence,  been  very  uncertain  and  fluctuating,  and  that  your  petitioners 
believe  free  public  access  to  newspapers  to  be  a measure  eminently  educa- 
tional in  its  tendencies,  entirely  accordant  with  the  spirit  and  objects  of  the 
“Public  Libraries  Act”  of  1850,  and  likely,  in  many  ways,  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  advantage  to  the  public.  And,  finally,  that  your  petitioners 
have  seen  with  much  satisfaction  that  a Bill  has  been  introduced  into 
your  Honomrable  House  entitled,  “A  BiU  to  amend  and  extend  an  Act  for 
enabling  Town  Councils  to  establish  Libraries  and  Museums  freely  open  to  the 
Public and  believe  that  the  provisions  therein  contained  will  not  only  remedy 
the  defect  of  which  your  petitioners  more  especially  complain,  but  wiU  also,  in 
many  other  respects,  greatly  amend  and  improve  the  “Public  Libraries  Act” 
of  1850. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honourable  House  to  pass  the 
said  Bill,  with  the  insertion  of  the  word  “newspapers”  after  the  word  “books” 
in  the  22nd  clause  thereof,  or  with  such  other  amendment  to  that  effect  as  to 
your  wisdom  may  seem  befitting. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray.  &c. 


C-WE  and  Sevee,  Printers,  Palatine  Building,  Hunt’s  Bank,  Manchester. 


